Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATs)
Some general guidelines about CATS
· They are formative assessments that help diagnose student learning and guide future instruction.
· They are usually in-class, ungraded, and anonymous.  
· They work best when kept short and simple.
Angelo and Cross’s book Classroom Assessment Techniques (1993) offers a wealth of useful information about using CATS. Here are five suggestions (p. 31):
1. “If a Classroom Assessment Technique does not appeal to your intuition and professional judgment as a teacher, don’t use it.”
2. “Don’t make Classroom Assessment into a self-inflicted chore or burden.”
3. “Don’t ask your students to use any Classroom Assessment Technique you haven’t previously tried on yourself.”
4. “Allow for more time than you think you will need to carry out and respond to the assessment.”
5. “Make sure to ‘close the loop.’ Let students know what you learn from their feedback and how you and they can use that information to improve learning.”

Practicing Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATs)
Sources: Angelo & Cross (1993) and John Lowe, PSU Professor Emeritus, Chemistry

CAT #1: Written Background Probe
Please write down what you know about __________.



CAT #2: Muddiest Point
What is the ‘muddiest point’ (i.e., idea that’s most unclear to you) from __________?



CAT #3: Generate a Test Question
Based on the material about __________, write a test question. It can be any type of question, but it should focus on what’s important. Please provide the answer.



CAT #4: Critical Incident Questionnaire
Based upon the activity about ___________, please provide an anonymous response to the following:
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2. At what moment were you most engaged as a learner? 

3. At what moment were you most distanced as a learner?

4. What action was most helpful?

5. What action was most puzzling or confusing?

6. What surprised you?


CAT #5: Paraphrasing for a Specific Audience
Paraphrase ___________ (concept) so that ___________ (audience) can understand it. 



CAT #6: Minute Paper
What was the most important thing you learned today about ___________?


CAT #7: Defining features matrix
Ask students to indicate whether particular features are present (+) or absent (-) from two or more categories. 
Example:

	
	Spanish
	English

	Infinitive is a single word
	+
	-

	Subject pronoun is required
	-
	+

	Adjectives match noun in gender and number
	+
	-




CAT #8: Approximate analogies
Ask students to create an analogy using the form “As A is to B, C is to D.” 
Example: Addressing the university president with tú is like ________________ / _______________.

Potential responses: … saying “Hey, dude” to the pope.
        … emailing President Obama with the salutation “Dear Barack.”
        … going to class wearing a bathrobe.


CAT #9: Memory matrix
Ask students to recall as many examples as possible to illustrate a category.

Example: There are clues we can use to identify the gender of an Italian noun. List as many as you can think of.

	Masculine
	Feminine

	Ends in –o 
	Ends in –a 

	Ends in a consonant
	Ends in -ione

	Ends in –ma (Greek origin)
	

	Some end in –e (must memorize):
Paese
Mare
Fiume
Ponte
Nome
Ristorante
	Some end in –e (must memorize):
Nazione
Notte
Arte
Automobile



